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your just rewa: 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNI 
ING: 
Cigars Are Not A Safe Alternative To Cigarettes 


fto bSwanted 


be wanted for something great.” 


Cornelius Balle, AKA Straight Shooter 





<> 





If you're looking to nab a notoriously great cigar, 


awaits. 





‘That's exactly what Cornelius Bailey set out to do “ 
five generations ago. And he's been wanted for 
growing the finest tobacco ever since. 





MAKE IT COUNT 
CorneliusAndAnthony.com 
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DESE] 
OASIS 


By Amanda Keeley-Tharman 


The desert 
isa place of intense elements and dangerous 
beauty. Spiky cactuses dot the barren 
landscape. Tumble weeds roll across dusty 
roads, Oranges, yellows, pinks and caramels 
splash across the rocky mountain ranges. 
Sparkling stars blanket the night sky. There 
is a mystic to the desert: a romance that 
intrigues visitors to come and explore. 


Despite the rawness of the desert there is 
opulence to be found. From California to 
Utah, the fascination of the desert can be 
indulged while enjoying the comfort and 
extravagance of a lavish accommodation 
These ten luxurious desert resorts are no 
mirage. they are truly an oasis. 
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California 


‘OMNI RANCHO LAS PALMAS RESORT & SPA 
Located in the Coachella Valley, just a short dive from Palm Springs i a desert escape 
that must be experienced. The hh Omani Rancho Las Palmas Resort & Spa is set on 240 
acres with ve on-site restaurant, a European spa, modern Stness center 25 tennis courts 
dnd 1 27-hole goit course designed by Ted Robinson. To keep coal ia the desert heat, 
Splashropia i everything you would need for an amazing water adventure, including a 
450 foot lazy river. If thas not relaxing enough, there is also The Azure Hotel Poo! f 
‘adults only and the Spa Pool for spa guests to nid 


JWMARRIOTT 
“Take a boat tour around the many scenic waterways or hang out with some exotic birds 
‘Yes Toto, we are sil in the desert; Palms Springs ro be exact. A mecca of exciting shops 
tars and restaurants, Pan Springs it a desert playground, but The JW Marriott it 3 
destination in itself? In addition to the lagoons, boats and exotic birds, the resort also 
has five pools, a wonderful spa, fabulous dining, and two Ted Robinson golf courses, the 
alley Course and the Palms Course. After a day of activities what's more relaxing than 
‘enjoying a cocktail by aire pit onthe terace ofthe Blue Star Lounge? 


INN AT FURNACE CREEK 
‘Okay, Palm desert might be the obvious choice but what about Death Valley? What could 
Possibly be luxurious about a place like Death Valley? After miles of desolate landscape. 
‘The lnn at Furnace Creek rises from the desert like a mirage. This 1927 four-diamond 
hideaway isa very real and welcomed site for weary travelers This resort encourages 
guests to indulge the lovely natural wonders the desert hast offer. The whole resort is fed 
by glacier water ofthe Travertine Springs creating this lush oasis in Death Valley. Even 
the poo! is naturally spring fed, warm year round, and with no chlorine 
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NORTENOY™ 


FROM DREW ESTATE MASTER BLENDER 
WILLY HERRERA 





ARIZONA INN, 


Celebrating 85 years of huxury and glamour, 


#1 Cigar 


has attracted a few star of ts own. Celebrity 
ruests have been flocking to the Arizona CIGAR& SPIRITS 
Inn for decades, like President FDR, Clark 
Gable, Gary Cooper, President Kennedy 
the Rockefellers, Danny Kaye, John Wayne 

Sl family 


anding 
desert landscape breathtaking, but the 
ly garden bursts with 
Imuking every morning a good morning 10 
be waking up a the Arizona In, 


day a the Phoenician is spent playiey olf 
for terinis, checking out the amazing Cactus 
Garden or exclusive at collectio 


NORTENO: A SPICY, BOLD AND ROBUST CIGAR THAT EXEMPLIFIES 
THE HEART OF NICARAGUAN TOBACCOS 





SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 








Cigar Smoking Can Cause Lung 


Cancer And Heart Disease. HE REBIRTH OF CIGARS 
'W.DREWESTATE.COM 


sain) rie 
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ELMONTE SAGRADO 
This Four-Diamond resort is not only an oasis: it is a anctuary. To 
nurture and mystify guests, the El Monte Sagrado has a creative mix 
Of calming and interesting elements. Waterfall, lsh landscaping 
streams filed with fish, and the surrounding desert views of the 





Sangre de Cristo Mountains help stimulate the senses while relaxing 
the body. For even more relaxation, decompress at The Living Spa 
and partake in one of the many organic treatments. Stay and enjoy 
8 full day atthe resort or take the opportunity to vist Taos Pueblo, a 
UNESCO World Heritage ste just a three mile drive from the resort 
End the day with a delicious global meal at De La Tierra or sip on 
2 craft cocktal atthe fascinating Anaconda Bar. The Anaconda Bar 
actually has a giant anaconda sculpture that wraps around the bar and 
‘up the ceiling aswell as an exotic fh aquarium 


THE INN OF FIVE GRACES: 
This resort may be located inthe desert on the oldest inhabited block 
in the U.S. but it does not fade into the dusty backdrop. Rather, i 
bursts off the scene with exotic flare from faraway lands. Intricate 
‘mosaics and colorful tapestries cover the property exciting the eye 
at every turn while the exterior provides balances with the earthy 
tones of traditional adobe. Kiva breplaces glow, as the sweet scent 
of mesquite wafis through the night air. Outside, be transported 10 


] another time. Inside, be transported to another world! Five Graces is 


an Eastern term referring tothe five senses, and this resort intends 10 
indulge all of them. 





good. 


/ : 


Glenfi bs 


\ 


Tempus Natural 
& Glenfiddich 12 





‘SORREL RIVER RANCH 
‘The perfect mix of rustic charm and opulent huxury. The Sorrel River 
Ranch sts along the Sorrel River with the breathtaking backdrop of the 
‘mountains. You want adventure? This resort has plenty of options like 
rock climbing. iver-rafing and horseback nding Want to be pampered? 
Head to the spa for a treatment or Sit on deck and take in te amazing 
desert Views. 


SENS saan cater 


“This resort is truly a hideaway in Canyon Park It iterlly blends right into 
the surrounding canyons, only noticed by the warn glow behind i wall 
and many fre pits The majestic landscape isthe showease of the Amangii 
‘where the ouside infuses with the inside. The canyons even spill into the 
pools, making for a magnificent sight. Plas, the resorts in the center the 
Grand Circle, surrounded by natural wonders, such as the Grand Canyon, 
Bryce Canyon, Zion National Park and Monument Valley. The Amani 
encourages their quests to embrace the outdoors with » number of options 
for adventure or relaxation. You can even take a morning hot-air balloon 
‘de over the Vermillion Clils and the Grand Stairase-Escalante National 
‘Monument that launches from the reson. 





















Who knew the desert could be so revitalizing? 
The land of extreme elements is calmed with the 
tranquil environment of these luxurious desert 
oasis resorts. Upon checkin, guests are able to fully 
enjoy all the beauty and wonder the desert has to 
offer. Mornings on the golf course. afternoons by 
the pool or spa, and evenings relaxing by the fire 
pit with a drink in hand. Don't escape from the 
desert, escape to the desert at one of these ten 
amazing resorts 
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Every legend has a beginning. 








ARCHETYPE 
The Journey's Reward 


eee Gg Compan Red 




















By Taryn Paalson 





rept 
NAT CICCO 


SINCE 1965 





What was your frt project in Las Vogast 


‘Wire you excited or intimidated for sch a grandiowe undertaking? 
‘What do you do differently when designing for Vegas vera other lary hotel? 


< 


PREMIUM CIGARS 


GOLD Habano & CLASSIC Connecticut 


What was your favorite projet in Las Vas? 





‘In the case of Caesar's Palace and The Palazzo you designed the top tier segments the Villas andthe VIP Lounge 
‘respectively, how do you approach crafting space that reflec the distinction from the larger hotel? 


Call 888-662-5111 for a FREE Nat-Cicco product catalog. www.natcicco.com 
24/ CiaanS SpiniTs any20% 





DITA 





Age: 


ESTEBAN 
RERAS 
a 


949.487.2442 
'Www.estebancarreras.com 





@ FUNDADOR 


Tx 50/3 
(WRAPPER: Nicaraguan SS weapen: Dominican HVA 
INDER: Esteli, Jalapa- Jalapa Corojo 99 BINDER: Dominican 
icaragua BINDER: Nicaragua FILLER: Dominican & 
FILLER: Ometepe, laps FILLER: Nicaragua ( Nicaraguan 
Nicaragua 99 & Criollo 98), Medi TASTING NOTES. 
Tiempo Ligero 


WARPED 
CIGARS DON 
REYNALDO 
REGALOS 
5x46 
WRAPPER: Dominican 


HORACIO 
ACQUES 

CHANCEL 

Wild Churehill 518° 55 

. Wrapper: Ecuad 

INDER: Dominican ; 


FILLER: Dominican F 


‘TASTING NOTES. TasTinc noTEs: 
FILLER: Nicaraguan Criollo 
& Corojo (Exel &Jalapa) 
TASTING NOTES: 





Tr provide feedback on any ofthe ra 
write at. feedback 








Follow us on Facebo 





OF sexe facbook com/cigarandsprimagazine 
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POR _ 
LARRANAGA 
ICADORES 
57x48 


‘WRAPPER: Cubs 
BINDER; Cubs 


by rote pine mas 


‘er 


AJ FERNAND! 
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WARPED 
CIGARS LA 
COLMENA 
AMADO NO. 407 
LANCERO. 
7x40 


WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 
DesFlorads 

BINDER: Ecuador 
FILLER: Nicaragua 





HIRAM & 
SOLOMON 
MASTER MASON 
GRAND TORO 
ox56 


WRAPPER: Maduro 
BINDER: Dominican 
FILLER: Dominican 


‘TASTING NoTES: 












BLIND MANS 
BLUFF BY 
CALDWELL 
CIGARS 
ROBUSTO: 
5x50 

(WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 
Habano: 

[BINDER: Honduran Criollo 
FILLER: San Vicente Viso 





HIRAM & 
SOLOMON 
EARNED 
APPRENTICE, 
GRAND TORO. 
















TRAM & 
SOLOMON 
THE VEILED 
PROPHET 





AZAN MADURO 
BY ROBERTO 
DURAN 
7 TORO DELUXE 

| 6urxss 

WRAPPER: Ecuador Corojo 

Maduro 
BINDER: Nicaragua 
FILLER aap, Nicaragua 
and other Lain American 
tebaccor 
TASTING NOTES: 
























NEVA F 
ROBERTO. 
DURAN 
ROBUSTO. 
5x52 





BINDER: Nicaragua 
FILLER: Nicaragua 
TASTING NoTES: 





SOUTHERN 
DRAW KUDZL 
AXIL 
LANCERO 
65"x40 
WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 


‘TASTING NOTES: Media 
plus body with hints of 
innamon and nutmeg. Oily 
‘on the palate and pepper on 
the nate. Great burn 


WRAPPER: Habano Ecuador 










DURAN 
SIGNATURE, 
BY ROBERTO 
DURAN 
ROBUSTO 








THORN 


POME 
LANCERO 
65"x40 

‘WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 
Habano Rosado 





‘TASTING NOTES: 





Py a 







Toro 6x50 


; Petite Corona 45x64 S) wares S waaore Meson in 


BINDER: Ecuador 


Connecticut 
FILLER: Dominican Republic fl FILLER: Dominican Republic 








6x48 
PER: Ecundorian 
Corajo Shade 

BINDER: Brazilian Sumatra 
FILLER: Dorninican 
Republic, Nicaragua, and 
Bran 


TASTING NOTES: Falto Dos Banderas 


Toro 6 x50 


WRAPPER: Broadleaf 
BINDER: iroadleat 

FILLER: Pennylvania Corojo 
TASTING NOTES. 





(Lancero) 


we 
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PALTO YVAGCEZ 

ARAWACO 

5x54 

WRAPPER: Habana 2000 
wninican Republic 

BINDER: Cameroon 

FILLER: Dominican Republic 


‘TASTING NoTES: 















SAN LO 
HABANO: 

Robusto 5s" x54 
WRAPPER: Brazilian 
Habano 

‘BINDER: Nicaraguan 
FILLER: Nicaraguan, 
Honduran and Dominican 
‘TASTING NOTES: 


Rich end ra with a 





ANO 
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PADRON 
DAMASO 
Belicoso 6x52 
WRAPPER: Connecticut 
BINDER: Nicaraguan 
FILLER: Nicaraguan, 


COVE 
BelicosoS 4" x58 
WRAPPER: Honduran 
BINDER: Honduran 
FILLER: Honduran, 
‘Nicaraguan 

TASTING NOTES: 











AJ FERNANDEZ 
NEW WORLD 
ALMIRANT! 
BelicosoS 1" x55 
WRAPPER: Dark Nicaraguan 
‘BINDER: jalapa 
FILLER: Blend of Ometepe, 
Condega & Esteli 





ESPADA BY 


MONTECRISTO 
Guard 6x50 


WRAPPER: Habano Jalapa 
Vintage 2010 

BINDER: Habano Jalapa 
Vintage 2009 

FILLER: Habano Jalaps Seco 
‘Vintage 2008, Habano Jalapa 
Vso Ometepe Vintage 2008, 
Habano Condega Ligero| 
Vintage 2008 

‘TASTING NOTES: 





THE ROMEO 
BY ROMEO ¥ 
AAGING 











PADRON 


VILLIGER 
SAN DORO 
COLORADO: 
6x50 Toro 





z} 







VINTAG 





RISTO 





CONNECTICUT 
NO.3 
Corona 5%" x44 


‘WRAPPER: 2008 Vintage 
Connecticut Shade 





DER: Nicaraguan 


FILLER: Dominican, 
‘Nicaraguan, Peruvian 
‘TASTING NOTES: 





PDR CIGARS A 
CROP OSCERO 





TASTING NOTES: 


von cicananosnnts.com / 37 











MY FATHER LA 
ANTIGUEDAD 


HIDDEN 
TREASURE 





Surxs2 SERIE 60 
(WRAPPER: Ecuadorian ©x60 

Habano WRAPPER: Connecticut 
BINDER: Nicaraguan poorer conn 
FILLER: Nicaraguan, FILLER: Piloto Cubano 
‘TASTING NOTES: Ligero, Criollo'98 Ligero, 


Medi Viso and Seco 
7 
pepper with an 





LA PALINA VASERIE V 
FAMILY SERIES 
Robusto 5K" x50 
(WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 
Corajo 98 

BINDER: Ecuadorian 
TASTING NOTES: 
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PANCHO VILLA 
(Churchill 7 x50 
WRAPPER: San Andrés 





ESTEBAN 


CARRERAS 
BLACK CROSS 


Corona 6x44 


WRAPPER: Habano Cafe 


BINDER: Nicaraguan 
FILLER: Nicaraguan, 


‘TASTING NOTES: 



















GURKHA 125TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
oxss 











BOHEME 
NCANTADOR 
FENICE 
‘Torpedo 6° x 52 
‘WRAPPER: Ecuadorian, 
Habana 
BINDER: Habsno 
Dominicano 
FILLER: Habano Dominicano 



















DREW ESTATE 
UNDERCROWN 

SHADE 

Corona Doble 7" x54 

WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 

Connecticut 

BINDER: Sumatran 

FILLER: Dominican Criollo a 













BINDER: Dominican Olor 
FILLER: Dominican, 
‘Nicaraguan, Brazilian 
TASTING NOTES: 
Pul-bodied; cdr 
andertyin 














MONTECRISTO BOLIVAR ROYAL 
NO.2 CORONA 

‘Torpedo 6" x52 4718" x50 

‘WRAPPER: Cuban WRAPPER: Cuban, 
BINDER: Cubsn BINDER: Cuban 

FILLER: Cuban FILLER, Cuban 


‘TASTING NOTES: TASTING NoTES: 
Mild-medinm instrength fall -hdind spicy 
iy th ft fA leather and 










wwmocanasosnmrs.com /39 


cegromrs PM was THERE ARE A MILLION FISH IN THE SEA... 
i BUT ONLY ONE LA SIRENA 





T IPCPR 
AT IPCPR 


LASIRENACISARS.COM 





Dominican 


LAAURORA 


WRAPPER: Dominican 
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JC NEWMAN 


FILLER: Dominican 
‘TASTING NOTES: 








KIRK and SWEENE KIRK and SWEENE 


is) Xe) 


A RUM WELL WORTH PURSUING. 


DIAMOND 
CROWN JULIUS 
CAESAR 
YRAM 
6x52 
WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 
INDER: 5-year aged. 
FILLER: 5-year aged 
Dominican 


NICARAGUA N54 
ROBUSTO 
XTRA 
SM"xS4 
RAPPER: Colorado Oxcuro 
INDER: Nicaraguan 
FILLER: Nicaraguan 
‘TASTING NoTES: 
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GURKHA 
CELLAR 
RESERVE 
ICION 
PECIAL 
}ONISM 


DREW ESTA 
NORTENO 
ROBUSTO 
GRAND 

S"x5% 

WRAPPER: San Andrés 
taduro 

BINDER: Honduras 
FILLER: Nicaragua (Jalupa 
and Este) 

‘TASTING NOTES: 


PUNCH 
SIGNATURE 
ROBUSTO. 
sxs4 

WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 
BINDER: USA/Connecticu 
Habano 

FILLER: Domminican/ 
Nicaraguan 


LIGA PRIVADA 
NO.9 
BELICOSO 


WRAPPER: Connecticut 
Broadleaf Ligero Oscuro 
BINDER: Brazilian Mata Fina 
FILLER: Nicaragua and 
Hooduras 

TASTING NOTES: 








3) 


free 


Patiently Aged, Naturally Fermented Tobaccos 


Esteli, Nicaragua & Austin, Texas 


SouthemDrawCigars.com (FF iG 






























BOL 
BLENDS AGING 
ROOM M35611 
RONDO 





ARTURO 


j ‘. BOUTIQUE 
a FUENTE ANEJO 


BLENDS AGING 
ROOM BIN NO. 
B MINOR 


STE! 
CARR! 
COVENANT. 
MADURO 





ESTEBAN 
CARRERAS 
CHUPA CABRA 
6x50 


ESTEBAN 
CARRERAS 
COVENANT 








RESERVA 48. 
Txse 






Akay 














WRAPPER: Hahano Oscuro ourxse WRarpeR: 5-year-old ROBUSTO ROBUSTO 
BINDER: Nicaraguan WRAPPER: Habano Madiuso Connecticut Maduro 6125" x52 
FILLER: Nicaraguan BINDER. ESTELL OMETEPE. BINDER: Dominican ‘wniosaniiiiicios 
eTeorae Satan FILLER: Domanican 
tasrina wore Fitter: sel, Ometepe, TASTING NOTES BINDER: Habano 
Sapa Dominicano 
‘TASTING NOTES: wet ma FILLER; Habano Dominicano 





TASTING NOTES: 





DAVIDOFF DAVIDOFF 

PUR CRUX CRUX DU CRUX CLASSIC 
MAGNIFICOS: NINPAMANIAC CONNOISSEUR, TORO 

Sw x52 7x33 Double Perfecto NO.2 MARBLEHEAD 


WRAPPER: Habano Jalapa 62x38 Lancero 6x52 Toro Marblehead 
BINDER: Indonessr By WRAPPER: Hsbano Jalapa ‘WRAPPER: Habano Jalapa 
FILLER: Nicaragua BINDER: Nicaragua BINDER: Nicaragua 
TASTING NOTES: FILLER: Honduras FILLER: Nicaragua 

u TASTING NOTES: ‘TASTING NOTES: 


WRAPPER: Dominican 
BINDER: Dominican 
FILLER: Dominican 


TASTING NoTES: 





DAVIDOFF Avo 90TH | 
WINSTON DAVIDOFF CLASSE —_ 


eae wow" vou > PASSION 
sot 7 THROUG! 
” THE Y 


6X56 Cran Toro BINDER Mexican San BINDER: Mexican Negro San 
Andres Negro Andes 
FILLER: Dorsinican FILLER: San Vicente 
Republic, Nicaragua, Peru Mejorado Visus (DR), Floto 
Seco (DR), Hybrid Coraod 

Vis (DR)-Aged 10 
years Crile Seco DR 
Aged i years For nearly 140 year 


WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 
Habano 2000 

BINDER: Mexican San 
Andrés Negro ‘TASTING NOTES: 
FILLER; Dominican Republic 

& Nicaragua 





3 ’ cigar smokers have enjoy 
j © a passionate love affair 


- — with Romeo y Julieta cigar 
Mi ehh tase 
— Ni crabeeat uate! 


‘omplimented 


> double fermented 


2008 vintage tobaccos. 








ABLE CIGAR NCH RARE 
‘ FOURTH PRIME 
ANOS 5.x 56 Robusto Extra 


6x52 Toro WRAppen: Pennsylvania 
wnappam N Broadleaf 
Aged 10 Years BINDER: Ecusdor Habano WRAPPER: Ecuador 


BINDER: Nicaraguan Ligero BINDER: Connecticut 


rm » \ 
FILLER: Nicaraguan FILLER: Nicaragua/ Broadleaf N 
‘TASTING NOTES: Dantes Regt FILLER: Nicaragua, 
pera peel 
= 
pa 
n 


ind coffee for a memorable smok 


i) Romeo Aftejo by Romeo y Julieta. 


A passion though the years. 











2 





R 
SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 


Cigars Are Not A Safe Alternative 
To Cigarettes 


Join www.montecristosocialclub.com 
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5x56 Robusto 
WRAPPER: Nicaragua 
(Este) Habano Shade 
BINDER: Ecuador 
FILLER: Nicaragua (Esteli, 
‘Ometepe), Pennsyivania, 
Ligero. 


6 x60Gran Toro p 
WRAPPER: USA Habanio 6x54Toro 
Connecticut Grown, WRAPPER: Vargiera'I3 
BINDER: Ecuador B Tpado (Shade) 
FILLER: Honduras, BINDER: Cricllo98 
By Nicaragua, Mexico, 

Dominican Republic 


64456 Toro Gordo: wu) SxS4Robusto Grande 
(WRAPPER: Ecuadorian WRAPPER: Honduras 
Connecticut May BINDER: Trade Secret 
BINDER: Dominican San FILLER: Nicaragua (Esteli, 
‘Vicente 97 Vintage Jslapa) Jamastran, Honduras 
FILLER: Dominican San ZasteiG WOTaR: 

‘Vicente 97 Vintage from 

‘Cosecha Pareja crops, 
Pennsylvania Ligero 
TASTING NOTES: 





50 / CiGAR SPIRITS su 2018 





THIS SUMMER, 
GRAB\SOME SHADE 


UNDERCROWN SHADE 


WWW. DREWESTATE.COM 





5x50 Robusto 
PAREN wrsvrce str 
Pie SsecareeSes 
a 
penne 











6% x58 Toro. 
WRAPPER: Ecuadorian 
Connecticut 

BINDER: Nicaragua 
FILLER: Dominican 


Republic, Nicaragua 
TASTING NoTES: 
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EXPERIENCE THE SPIRIT 
OF THE VALLEY 



















6x52 Toro 
WRAPPER: La Mec Ecuador 
Habano Grade I Dark Romado 
BINDER: Matacapan Negro de 
“Temporal 
FILLER: Nicaraguan GK 

(C-SC Seco, 
Nicaraguan Pueblo Nuevo 
Criolle Vio, Nicaraguan 
La Joyade Esteli C-98 Viso, 
Nicaraguan ASP Esteli Hybrid 
Ligero, USA Lancaster County 
Broaaleat Lifgero 
TASTING NOTES: 


vow 











Itsyvintage 2008 Connecti 


“OLSI8D3. 








| 64x58 Toro 
WRAPPER: Ecuadorian ( 
Habano F 6x47 
BINDER: Nicaragua 

FILLER: Dorninican 
Republic, Nicaragua 
TASTING NoTES: 







SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Cigar 
‘Smoking Can Cause Cancers Of The Mouth 
And Throat, Even If You Do Not Inhale. 





Thecigrife i) Twitercon /Thecign.it 
Join wwy.montecristosocialclub.com 





BSS ove xs2churchit 






Six 46 BE SSx46 
lor WRAPPER: Brazil 


TASTING NOTES: 
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CIGAR & SPIRITS REVEALS 


THERE EXISTS A GROUP OF MEN WHOM ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR AL‘. 
THE RATINGS THAT COME FROM CIGAR & SPIRITS MAGAZINE. THE 10 
MEN WHO COMPRISE THIS PANEL ALL HAIL FROM DIFFERENT 
BACKGROUNDS, YET POSSESS A SINGLE OVERARCHING SIMILARITY - 
THEIR LOVE AND APPRECIATION OF PREMIUM CIGARS. 
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finishes 


iar they tur their completed tasting 
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MEET THE EXPERTS 
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Mr. “Why Not” isthe trouble 








EVERY CIGAR THAT IS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW {S UN-BANDED AND 
THEN AFFIXED WITH A PLAIN NUMBERED BAND. OUR SCORING 
OFFICIAL iS THE ONLY ONE WHO KNOWS WHAT EACH CIGAR iS, AND 
SHE'S RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPILING AND AVERAGING EACH TASTING 
PANEL MEMBERS SCORING CARDS. 
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@EIArtistaCigar 


feu 


TABACALERA  ~ 


El Artista 


Adapted to your taste since 1956 


Full bodied & spiey 


z AU CIN 738. 


etc 





- AMERICA’S - 


ORIGINAL CRAFT VODKA’ 


My. American vodka beats 
the giant imports every day. 
Try American! It’s better. 
abies bg VOB PS Ato 


The Story Behind eee 
ROYAL AGIO CIGARS ......- = et xe 





September lembarked on ajourney from Los 
Angeles to the Netherlands to see and discover 
1 cigar manufacturer notin the usual sposs. My 
thoughts were “what do people in the Netherlands know about 
‘making premium cigars" (or tobacco), but hell. some friends inthe 
Industry I very much respect said you have 19 come with us s0t0 
se ths so sad "what the hell, why not?” eave Los Angeles in the 
‘morning to prepare for a 13-hour flight with a stop into Miami and 
{19-hous time difference. So I et into Mian for ry quick layover, 
then to arrive in Brustels the next morning, Wel first off I'm not 
‘much ofa big sleeper so I did't sleep on the plane and have been 
traveling now with no sleep for about 24 hours. 'm thinking ¥ ean 
‘ot wait to go change my clothes, rest up, and be at dinner later 
that night. Ax we're unloading the plane our host from Agio says 
“Are you ready to go have the best beer you have ever had?” Keep 
{nvmind, is currently Sam. My eyes brighten up, andthe tired look 
‘on my face i transformed into an ear-to-ear smile. These are my 
kind of people. As we load up in the vehicle o go about 40 niles 
from the airport to a Trappist Monk brewery by the name of La 
Trappe. Now, this isnot your normal brewery-all ofthe beer that 
they produce is made by monks that have taken a vow of silence 




















‘After walking around this beautiful monastery and brewery. get 
full our ofthe fermenting process, and even the bourbon barrels 
that the beer was aged i. It was finally time to tate this beer and 1 
a licking my lips with excitement. 





“They ook us into a room to finally have a taste that Ihave learned 
10 much about. The second I took my frst ip my pallet was i 
stantly in 7th heaven. The creamy smooth texture and flavor put 
iy palate on fire. I've never had a beer with so much character 
and complexity. I was instantly sold. recommend to anyone that 
sever in Belgium you must go tour this brewery and share inthe 
history and artistry ofthis must have beer. 





Well after a “few” beers and some great food it was time to go 
hack to the hotel and rest forthe next day to see what Agio Cigars 
{sal about. 


{wake up about Sam the next day, after finally getting some great 
tleep after over 24 hours awake and nothing but beer and cigars 
in me (which there's no way in the world I would have rather slept 
then tated that incredible bee) 
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A“TRAPPIST- HAS TO SATISFY A 
NUMBER OF STRICT CRITERIA BEFORE 
IT MAY BEAR THIS NAME: 


Ws time to gosce the Agio factory and about 25 minutes ater we're 
pulling up toa humongous factory the size ofa small cy. Rarely 
have Faeen anything ike this on most my journeys Aa we arive we 
are greeted by atall gentleman witha Dutch accent who welcomes 
tus to the Agio Factory. 


We are led into a beautiful room that's very modem and soph 
ticated. The best part though is they had lai out sore cigar. 
us to smoke. The moming provided the perfect setting to enjoy a 
cigar with my coffee. then notice they have a cigar laid out more 
then the others that looked beautifully wrapped and with a gor- 
eous construction to it.I right away ask what cigar is this? I knew 
Fight away tis i the cigar I wanted to try. ts name was Balmoral 
‘Anejo XO. have had a lot of cigars in my life but this is one Lam 
‘ot familar with inthe States. So I'm arscious to try. I pick & wp, 
cut i, toast the foot, and instantly get flavors of a creamy. almost 
soft chocolate and java flavors to my palate: very smooth and with 
lots of flavor 











1 couldn't believe that I'm in the Netherlands and they are making 
‘Cigars like this. Well come to find out they are one of the biggest 
‘makers of cars in allof Europe and have launched a premium line 
‘made in the Dominican Republic wit ite master blender being WAl- 
Jem Van Overveld and from the factory director Francisco Batista 
tm the Dominican Republic Once again I was completely impressed 
and I didnot expect this great ofa cigar. When say “great” Tmean 
that has became one of my all times favorites So had to find out 
_more by asking some more questions. 





(CS: Hew long are the cigar aged? 


C8: Your mentioned there wes something very special about the 





mo many cigars come in a box of Balmorel XO? 














CS: Where is your premsinm cigar factory in an Republic? 


C&S: What year was the Ao fo 








bron making cigars for over ad 
you enter ths market? 





Aer speaking with the Agio team and Boris himself, really goto 
‘witness first hand the passion that they have for premium cigars 
‘which has been passed down from generation to generation. Every 
‘ime f smoke a Balmoral the cigar speaks for isl. The factory was 
‘beautiful, the people were amazing, and this is defintely awrip and 
factory will never forget. 


1 COULDN'T BELIEVE 
THAT PM IN THE 
NETHERLANDS AND 
THEY ARE MAKING 
CIGARS LIKE THIS. 















SS 
the HISTORY of BALMORAL 


IN THE EARLY 19008 the Netherlands was the 
center of premium cigars. Hundreds of 

factories mac 1, all by hand, with aoa 
tobaccos that were cultivated across the world Hare Wiatermany 
Balmoral was one of those small factories that were brother aac 
caret center § Company founded by Pea 
Rete Jacques Wintermans:A. ion 

the Netherlands and export our cigars to more Wintermans & Zonen. the factory and 
than 100 countries worldwide. » Start-up capital: NLG 200! | wader be 





Spy 





1979 
Ad Wintermans, 

‘on of Marcel and 
brother of Jack, joins 


meted 
< 1967 


‘Ag Tips launched on the 
‘market and anmediately 
becomes. huge ternational hit 





172 

rrr a meas 
aaron 
Pease 





Introduction of Meharts it Introduction ofa new bobbin 
hart would later on grow system there st 178 prowes to be 
into the largest Agi brand. smart move 


1983, 

Agio takes over: the 
Panter and Balmoral 
brands are bought 


2002 
‘aris Wintermars 100 of 
Adand a member of the 


fourm gnmaion joes 
from Douwe Egberts | =onyeae 
and turned into Agio passes conancion a ting 

ighly success ; Sateen 
labels, Panter is now the magical a Ser plat in 
available in over 100 barrier of a 


countries. 


1985 

Agio opens a 

new plant in Sri 
Lanka, with 2000 
employees the larges 
Agio facility. 





1990 

‘Agio opens a facility in the 
Dominican Republic where 
later on, besides bobbins, 
handmade long filers would 
be made as well. 


half a billion 
cigars sold. = 


. aS 
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1913 - 1928 

Various establishments are opened 
between 1913 and 1998, including the 
one in Reusel. 


1925 
‘The second generation joins the 
company sartng wath oo Adriaan, 


—| 
c~ | 


‘Opening of production fait in Geel. Soon 
the plant has a workfore of 00 people 


1963 
Conseruction of the most advanced filer plant 
of Europe in Dulzel and the art ofan own 
‘ompanty choot 


1966 
Jack Wintermara, son of Marcel and a 
‘member ofthe third generation jours the 
‘muly bainess 








Agio celebrates its 100th 
anniversary and not only 
achieves record sales of 800 
million cigars, but also receives 
the designation “Royal”! 






1940 - 1945 
WWII, The cigar- 
1934 making industry comes 


arrears wn busines in 
{he Eersel plant and eal the 
‘omnpany Hen Wintermass 


toa virtual standstill, 
To ensure continuity, 


Siparentabreten surrogate cigars are 
made, such as Coronas 
1935 and tuitcigarillos of the 


Beudes Winzo and Cloveniers 
Agi is added wo companies 
tint 


Intermezzo brand, 





Agio marks its 

50th anniversary. 1950 

To celebrate the ‘The brand Agio 
occasion, the Agio (hich means 
Gouden Oogst is premium) is 
introduced with promoted to 
great success. re 


2007 

Expansion of the production, 
facility and construction of 
office buildings in Westerlo. 
With a floor area of 30,000, 
‘m2, this # now the largest 
cigar factory in Europe. 





2009 

Jonas Wintermans, 
son of Ad and brother 
of Boris, joins the 
board of Agio. 
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CIGAR ASHTRAYS AND TRAVEL HUMIDORS 
seem to be a dime-a-dozen these days. There are 
hundreds, if not thousands of cigar accessories out 
‘on the market today that are designed to improve 
Your cigar enjoyment experience 


‘Often, people wonder if axhtrays are really an ter that 
‘an be reviewed: there relly ant maueh to them right? 
Treat, what does an ashtray need other than a place 
to rest your cigar and a bow! deep enough to hold the 
ash wo it doesn't blow everywhere each time a fan or the 
wind kicks up 


This was a question I set out to answer when GRAMM. 
‘Works provided me with their Cinque Forte, and 
Stag astray 


The Cingue Forte isa finger ashtray, CNC machined 
froma solid block of aluminium that weighs in at 25, 
pounds Ifnothing ele, it makes fora great selédefense 
Weapon ina time of need. The Stag, is a smaller, single 
Finger ashtray that is designed for when you only needa 
‘cigar rest and ashtray for yourself Forte lst few weeks 
it has become my "go-to" ashtray when Tm writing. It 
has small footprint and iswell balanced. Tean seit on 
acaffee table, or even the arm of my chair ar couch and 
iestays put thanks tothe extra weight and heft The only 
downside is that it does fill up rather quickly with ash, 
but isto be expected due tothe smaller size 











“The Cinque Forte is also an excellent ashtray, the bow! 
deep enough to collec plenty of ashy: however, found 
that when multiple people red to use the ashtray there 
wasnt enough room forall the cigars ta sit around the 
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circumference without all he sticks hitting each other 
in the center (unless everyone is amoking Robusto or 

shorter cigars, That being sid, t was the only caveat 

T could find with the ashtray, making it product fm 
eager to recommend 


Another fantastic product that GRAMMY 
Sent in tous for review their” Bult Chur 

Tube. Alo manufactured from alueninum 
and CNC machined, it features a built in 
hygrometer on the exp, holds up 105 cigars 
{Galo available ina single-cigar carrier, sans the 
hhygrometer cap) and even has a place to hold 


With a strip of Spanish cedar om dhe inside of 
1 tube. I have used this cigar tube EVER 
SINGLE DAY. Since Ireceived it Whether fm 
just diving around to appointments golfing. 
fr hanging out at a barbeque with friends, i 

works exactly how i was desig 


Finally, a less well-known product that GRAMM 
Works provides are CNC Machined shot glases. Yes he re 
Shot glasses. They're aluminum. They're wlid. And 

they work as you would expect. Where would any 

respecting Cigar & Spirits enthusiast be without a set 

(Of shot glasses to go along with their new cigar ashtray AMAL Works fo 
and carrying tbe v 








You can lear more about GRAMM Works at www. [arto 

grammworkscom and for a limited time they [Chaaaeam 
offering 30X off your order with the code [aa 

‘igarandspirits30 a checks perandipiie 











4 over the 





ae 


reste pinoy te peste, 204! 


his cause, Pancho Wile Teta legendery i# F 


USA SALES INC. 


| 855.731.5555 | INFO@USASALESINC.NET 





iy Sim Campbell Thornton 


Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme | 
are just a few of the fresh and 
KI flavorful cocktail ingredients you 
| ¢an grow in your garden, on your 





cerbs, fruits, and flowers straight from the ean add 

calor and zing to gin drinks, margaritas, martinis, bubbly 
‘and more. Your garden can alsa be the source for homemade liqueur biter, syrup 
subs and infusions Just thinking ofall the possibilities is enough to make your 
‘mouth water, 





1 have been intrigued by the idea of cocktail garden ever since I read Amy 
Stewart's intoxicating book The Drunken Botanist: The Plans That Create the Worlds 
Great Drinks 


‘asl, cucumber, lavender, parsley, chubarb, strawberries and watermelon are just 
a few of the herbs, fruits and vegetables that can go from garden-to-glass for a 
refreshing and disnctive drink 


Besidesthe pleasure of ther flor and freshness, homegrown ingredients have other 
advantages “The biggest advantage is cost, as herbs can get pricey during certain 
‘pats of the year” says Chris Milligan, bar manager and misologist at Secreto Lounge 
{in Santa Fe, New Mexico, “Also, by growing your own, you have contol over water 
quality and ferilizaion. My favorite thing, though, isthe pride in growing. and then 
creating” Milgan loves lots of herbs, but points to bas 

favorites, "asl s easily approachable by almost any gues” he say. "Rosemary goes 
with so many other flavors, andi is versatile in how i ean be used. Sage is expecially 
fun asta age part of the New Mexico culture. Our smoked sage margarita was 
created to reflect the blessing and purifying aspects of burning wage” 





mary andl sage as his 








A cocktail garden also gives you access to ingredients that you might otherwise have 
dificuty nding Thai basil? Cuban mojito mint? Ves, there are specialty mints out 
there, and this oe i native to Cuba, home ofthe mito.) 


Looking for something off the beaten path, how about Salad bumet? This 
herbaceous perennials tender young leaves have a light cucumber flavor and can 
also be substituted for mint in some recipes. I's a favorit of gardener and cocktail 
aficionado Lucinda Hutton of Austin, Texas, who appreciates its beautiful serrated 
Jeaves. “It's delicious in agin and tonic with slices of cucumbers, rose petal, and 
some good Fever Tree or Q Tonie! she say. “Is good in allsorts of cooler cocktals” 


Hutson, author of Vita Tauila! Cottle Cooking and Other Agave Adventures, says 
‘one of the eastest ways to se herbs isto favor aglasof bubbly. At cocktail partis 
she hots in her garden she pours guests glass of Champagne, cava, prosecco oF 
‘other sparkling wine and then sends them off to pick a sprig of an aromatic herb 
to flavor i. Lavender is a good choice, a are lemon-acented herbs such as lemon 
verbena, lemon thyme, lemon balm and lemongrass 


[Not sure what to plant? Choose a theme based on your favorite spirits or types of 
cocktails. Bourbon and rum cozy up to blackberries, mint, rhubarb, cardamom 
and any citrus Tequila takes to Liwifruit,strawbervies, watermelon and That bas 
Gin goes well wi basi, cucumber, lemon and strawberries. While vodka, with its 
neutral flavor, can pair with just about anything. For example, you could plant a 
Bloody Mary garden with cherry tomatoes, celery, alapeios, chives and lemon. 


Other interesting and unasual choices include borage, chocolate mint, elderflower, 
hhyssop, Kentucky Colonel mint, lime bas pineapple mint and pineapple sage 
Don't forget floral garnishes such as nasturtiums, pansies and roses, Anything you 
plan to use in cocktails should be grown organically 


Dont be afraid to experiment with your garden's yield, “Be open and playful” 
Milligan says “I have done drinks with herb and spirit that I thought might not 
‘work, but o'and behold, they did” 





worm creananosmmrscon / 71 


Let Someone 
Else Make It 


Ifyou have a black thumb or no 
garden space, don't despair. Plenty 
of craft cocktail bars are famous for 


ae lm btetelcseW bactibhne 


Make It at Home 


Montage 
THAI BASIL GIMLET Lobby Lounge. Montag. 











BASIL C i i Lagena Beak, California 
{ign fhe See Longe in Sa Fe New Mes res ae for esha fe ae 
Tequila, Mezcal. fresh be fresh 

Nok Sver in srapetrutt and lavender syrup. 
eaves Tha baad E 
{6 dope Biter End Thai Bers pre 
‘I a mizing glass, muddle lime cordial and basil Add gin amd bitters and shake with ice papas lace - 
Double strain into achiled coupe or cocktails. Garnish ith Tha bala The menu changes frequently, but a y 

curreot offering ithe Purple Rain with 
SUMMER IN PROVE! St George Boner in vee 

Cure p | 
New Orleans, Lovsien. Hidden Treasure - It’s what the } 5 
ee (ieee pelea mime inee world is looking for in fine cigars. 
Bean aver buds grey fees j 
‘na micing in, mule Musberrer an al liquors emon ice ond simple yup Add ice ad : 
‘the Lender buds and shake Fine sain nt cocktail ls ad ursh wth pri of vender 5 j 
‘nd rah Maer Chianti Restaurant 
at Mission Point Resort 
BUDDHA'S HAND LIQUEU Mackinac land. Michigan 
‘One ofthe more unusual cru uss Buddha's Hand also known a gered citron. has A large hillside cocktail garden yes 
‘fragrant oda ad strange appearance Dan Townley and Naocy Muller, members of the lemon sage. fennel. Sve types of mine 
‘airs ve Frat Growers make hquesr with i Hore’ baw hand more forthe cockial mena = 
1 muda’ Hand Robiraoa's Folly features Bullet 
Sarge oranges bourbon. rrapetnut wimple syrup and » 
wane Ths eaves 
1st caps nagar 
epee ne Vodka ( 
: Secreto Lounge 

Pel the tudaha’s Hand. making sure to remove ony the yellow skin and no the Bitter white at fowl St Prascis 


pith. Mueller says it can be axokward to pel and raggets cutting the Tingers off and then 


‘working around the outside ofthe main part ofthe rat (ihe hand” portaon! Samia Fe Now Mere 


Look forthe Agave Way. with black 


Lice the oranges, then add the juice and water toa simmer pot with LS to 2 cxpe sugar. zaps green chile Fspolon Reposado -% B 
‘Simmer for 10 to 12 minute, then et cool. tequila ine juice and agave nec AC 





firth as el ed he Bhd sino of Ke On i nd id. 
Sect fee arte adap Fd saa oe na ot Blue Hill t tone Bar 
ins bap ipu iermriaah: nee ou atta de trig este i et 
Tae ei eke ee epee 
oa enaas eae oe 
ee Sid pad Charo wpe = 
fog spire a : 
Scere 
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ROLL OUT 
the BARREL 


By Sarah B. Coleman 


MORE TIAN JUST A TRANSPORTATION VESSEL, 
THE BARREL IN WHICH BOURBON IS STORED PLAYS 
A KEY ROLE IN SHAPING THE FINAL PRODUCT. 
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M THAT A BOURBON BARREL IS 
E THAN A UNIQUE WAY TO STORE AMERICA’S 
SPIRIT, NOTHING COULD BE FURTHER FROM 
|. MASTER DISTILLERS, AND OTHERS INVOLVED 
|RBON-MAKING PROCESS SPEND AS MUCH TIME 
AGONIZING OVER THE SOURCING AND CREATION OF THE 
BARRELS AS THEY DO OVER THE RECIPE FOR THE BOURBON 
STORED WITHIN IT. 


<Allbarrels made in the United States that hold bourbon are required, by federal law, to 
‘be made of charred oak and to be used only once. While this may seem wasteful, there 
‘actually a healthy market for wied bourbon barrels. Some barrels are reused to hold 
‘wine, rum, scotch and beer. A more-recent phenomenon, driven by the explosion of 
Interest in bourbon, isto epurpose used barrels for everything from garden planters, 
furniture and wine racks to unique works of art. 


WHY WHITE OAK? 

Most distillers in the Unites States use white oak (Quercus 
‘create their bourbon barrels. Though history has shown 1 
the wood of choice for storing bourbon, some distillers have 
French Oak and other types of oak to store their aging bourbon. 









So, why is oak the wood of choice for bourbon 
sSgniicant reason: White oak wood contains tyloses, 
‘at as “plugs” for the pipes that allow forthe flow of water inside a 
tree when tis 





woop Is 
COMPLEX; IT 





ing. Activated when the tree is stressed. tyloses dam INDIVIDUAL TREE 


‘up the vascular tissue of a tree to prevent further damage. AND DEPENDS ON 
iT GREW, 


In barrel making, these tyloes create a leak-proof sel thats ideal | WHERE, 
for storing liquids with little air exchange. Additionally, white oak ERE 
i# abundant in North American forests and the trees can krow quite 
large. Many distilleries in Kentucky source their wood from Ohio, 





Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri and Minnesota. EXPERIENCED AS IT 
A COMPLEX CONTAINER GREW, AND WHAT 
Bourbon has hundreds of compounds that contribute wis uniaue |) STRESSED THE 


Aavor and many of these compounds are naturally found in the ea 


‘wood from which bourbon barres are made; the wood impars is TREE DURING 


Color and flavor into the bnished product. Wood is highly complex: 








iTS 


its chemistry varies by individual tree and depends oa whereitgrex, Bt GROWING SEASON. 


‘what elements it experienced as it grew, and what stresied the tee 
during its growing season. 


Because of this some distilleries are now producing test batches of bourbon using 
barrels made from treet in specie locations to sce what characteristics might be 
imparted into the bourbon's flavor 


(Oak barrels add taste and aroma to the whiskey. Some of these include vanillin, 
‘toastiness and wood sugars. Oak also removes undesirable favors from the spirit, 
including sulphur compounds 
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6G HEN DRYING TH 





=f WOOD OL 





EXPO: 





TRE 


TO THE ELEMENTS HELPS IMPART SWEET, SPICY 


AND FRUITY FLAVORS INTO THE FINAL WHISKEY.” 


ANATOMY OF A BOURBON BARREL 
Barrels are made in a cooperage, and those who make them are called coopers 
*Coopering” is a skill that has been used since ancient times; barrel making has been 
depicted in ancient Egyptian tombs as well as been mentioned by Greek writers 





Kentucky, home of the Bourbon Trail, boasts multiple cooperages located throughout 
the state” Each bourbon maker has diferent barrel requirements in ord to set theit 
spirit apart from others, but some barrel characteristics are the same no matter what 
Company is producing them 


Every barrel used 10 hold bourbon is made of between 33 and 36 staves, or pieces of 
‘wood, Irregulary shaped, these pieces are not held together with glue or nails they are 
held together solely by the pressure of the wood on the metal rings. Each barrel has sie 
hhoops and 1 rivet that hold the steel together, and ean hold wp to 33 gallons of bourbon. 


Though nowadays the hoops holding the wood together are generally made of iron, 
Years ago these rings were made from flexible bits of wood. These hoops go over the 
“ilger or the “bulging center” of the barrely shape, 








The liquid is placed inside a barre using the bung hole, a hole within 3 
wider stave i the barrel. A “bung” or plug is used to seal the hole in the 
‘bourbon barre. 


AN INTENSE PROCESS 
Barrel making, like most parts of the bourbon-making process, is 
Incredibly hands-on. Though White Oak is readily available, barrels 
are not city to make. The wood must be harvested and sawn carefully 
{o avoid mold and decomposition. The wood then must be resawt 

{nto staves and made into barrels. This entire process can take up to 

three years 





How long the wood is dried before itis made into barrels has 2 
direct impact on the taste ofthe bourbon t produces. Though both 
air and kiln drying are acceptable means of drying the wood used 
{to make bourbon barrels, most wood used to make barrels has been 
kiln dried for a few weeks before it is pressed into use- Drying the 
‘wood too quickly can ereate cracks and splits that can cause a barrel 
toleak. 








When drying the wood outdoors, exposure to the elements helps 
impart sweet, spicy and fruity favors into the final whiskey” Green. 
wood is high in tannic acids, which can taste harsh; exposure to 
‘ain and sun can tame tannic acid levels while unlocking the vanilla, 
flavors in the wood. Exposure to high heat (like that of akin) helps 
finish the drying process. 


“These piece of wood are then cut into staves to create the pieces of 
‘wood that will be used to form the barrel 
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THE CHARRING PROCESS 
In many cooperages today, wooden staves are steamed prior to being shap 
barrel to allow them to be bent into place before the hoops are added. They are then 
‘charred with an open flame to caramelize the wood and release desirable flavors to be 
imparted to the bourbon ages inside. There are several theories around when barrels 
were first charred intentionally to impart flayor to aging bourbon. Some accounts 
‘depict that the frst charring occurred by accident Prior to the Industrial Revolution, 
‘when steam was harder to source, coopers would assemble the staves, then use 

fre to heat che inside of the barrel in order to make the wood flexible enough 
‘bent into barrel shape—this charring was a necessity of the manufacturing process 
‘Only after steam was more readily available did it became clear that this charring was 
uunexpectedly adding flavor to the bourbon. 




















‘Though charring is no longer necessary to shape the barrel, tis now a key component in 
‘what creates the unmistakable favor of American Bourbon whiskey. The caramelization 
of the oak allows a myriad of favors to be imparted on aging bourbon, including high 
levels of vanillin, caramel flavors, tannins, spices and cloves, 





‘The wie of fire onthe inside ofthe bourbon barrels breaks the chemical bond of lignin and 
‘cellule. and creates smaller molecules that add flavor to the liquid stored inside Each 
ddisillery has preferred specifications for how they want their barrels created, including 
how they are dried and toasted, a wells the level and length of charring they prefer 


Bourboo barrels are typically charred for 40 seconds 101 minute, but some distilleries 
have expernmented with longer charring periods to see how it affects the finished 
product: Charring is the most dramatic parts of the barrel-making process. Open- 
‘ended barrels ae placed over burners and exposed 10 heat as high as 1500 degrees F 
‘The amount of time the barrel is exposed to the dame will determine how deep into 
the wood the char goes. 


Different coopers define their own char levels typically ona numeric scale For example, 
Independent Stave Company defines a #1 char 3s 20 seconds of open flame, while 3 #7 
char isan entire 90 seconde of charring. 





oo BARRELS 
ARE THEN 
CHARRED 
WITH AN OPEN 
FLAME TO 
CARAMELIZE 
THE WOOD 
AND RELEA 
DESIRABLE 
FLAVORS TO 
BE IMPARTED 
TO THE 
BOURBON 
AGES INSIDE?? 
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A agar ulilzing the sume 
caliber of excellence asthe 
history a represents. 






Once charted the heads ofthe bare: alo charred dough ope ane, are acached 
to each end and the bung bole is drlied ‘of the saves on the 


fe to.go bad-a significant loss a a 
Wet that ages for many years cannot be replaced easily 





Distillers fil the barrel with whiskey and move it to an aging warehouse, where it will 
Fequirement-it Could be age 
owever ifthe product is labeled as “straight 


Barrel houses are buildings where barrels are stored, but they can vary tremendously 
The environment in which a barrel ages ie a cial part ofthe resulting bourbon favor 
nd different distillers have their own traditions ac 


ings have windows, and some do not. S 
is (iown as rick, hence the term “Rick House") 
ines on pallets Disilr wil vate their barrels periodically expose them 
among different barrels 
ho ol pases in and out of the 
ania soother bourbon hs Rapier ane theron voliame the first year the barre 


holivesincy anal etyefordecetiansther arcs acer | arate he) sam (2) 
is charred for. This attention to detail allows each bourbon to have its own distinct “3 
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PERFECT 
PAIRINGS Bi 


A Delicious Duet for Your Palate ASEIO 
“0 a 
sane 999 





MY FATHER CONNECTICUT TORO 
(Clasified as a mild cigar from the Garcia family’s My Father line, the Con 
necticut label of the My Father series is flavorful nonetheless. Jose “Pepin” 
Garcia and his ton Jaime blend the Connecticut line with an Ecuadorian Con- 
necticut wrapper (the only leaves not harvested on the Garcia's estate. with 
their own Niearagua Corojo 99 binder, and Nicaragua Habano-Crioll filer. 


The inital light ofthe cigar deliver warm spice tothe palate, followed by dry 
ty notes asthe heat diatipates. At times the My Father Connecticut delivers 
a subtle peppery cream note, but ultimately the smoking experience is mild 
‘dry and herbal Its definitely an increased flavor profile from the old guard 
fof rnd cigars and certainly offers a nice stop-Rap for those secking a muller 
smoking experience but prefer the flavors that Nicaraguan tobs 


When paired with Casamigos Aigo Tequila, the favors ofeach are 
ble, but not necessarily complementary in profile 


Casamigos has some distilling techniques which lead to a unique tequila ex 
perience, primarily in the length of time their agave pitas are roast 
rimented. This leads to a more agave-forward sp jen in thei 
products like the Afiejo, the agave's flavor is center stage t 

notes you usually find in older tequila. Casami 

rele originally used for whiskey that 


When Casamigos Afejo i sipped neat and paired with the My Father Con- 
necticut, the tequila is the taste leader throughout, though the two make for 3 
lengthy pairing partnership as you smoke and sip the 
wrapper makes your mouth water, and the Casamigos Afejo de! 
forward (especially orange) roasted agave flavor that s never underp MY FATHER 





two and to help quenc 
pairing experience and the two real 

the Casamigos, their long-roasted agave 
2 pairing that was initial e nice, butt takes patience 


fon the part of the smoker to 
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THE PERFECT PAIR 








mre earch to find perfection, That we have industry grea 
r Rar ng with Alberto and Alejandro Turrent, blendin| 
a ir ~ Sindicato Natural and Sindicato Madurc 





RON ZACAPA 
CENTENARIO 






ROMA CRAFT TABAC INTEMPERANCE 
BROTHERLY KINDNESS XVIII GRAN ROBUSTO 





Don't you just love cigar names nowadays? The Intemperance Brotherly Kindness has alight 
shaggy foot, making ita good-looking cigar and an easy one tolight. The understated ring is 
handy, particularly for the ring-on smokers amongst ws. 





Aso featuring an Ecuado 
touches of leather and cre 
‘more like damp wood than mat 


Connecticut wrapper, the Intemperance lights sweet, with 
There isa very faint barnyard flavor, though I found it to be 
‘ad hay. 











When engaging with Casamigos again, I was surprised to find it take on a spicier profile 
imparted by the wood i's aged in. It delivers a raw oak bite and less ofthe toasted barrel 
something I had not detected in my first pairing 






The wrapper on the intemperance became more vanilla forward a it smoked, and the con 
struction was impeccable. The cap is itl bit overwrapped, helping constriction to hold 
together, regardiew ofthe cut you prefer, welcome quality fora cigar in this price range. 


The pairing between Casamigos Afejo and the Intemperance ia tight fit there isan inter 
play of apricot, vanilla, xpice and wood that i tightly woven from start to finish, and 

‘youl realize this isan excellent pairing. The Connecticut wrapper is commonly 

chosen to pair with tequila, and with Intemperance's blend of Indonesian ROMA 
binder and Nicaraguan and & Dominican filer, the interplay is spot-on. CRAFT TARAC 


MONTECRISTO 
WHITE SERIES VINTAGE, 


INTEMPERANCE, 
Cae CONNECTICUT NO. 3 
¢ n = COUNTRY: Dominican Repubise 
a wnapren. 2008 Connecoci Shade 
Dominican Repub 
see. S 


82 / CIGAR SPIRITS suLy 2018 


SISTEMO SOLERA 23 





MONTECRISTO WHITE SERIES 
VINTAGE CONNECTICUT NO. 3 WITH 
RON ZACAPA SOLERA 23 








Rare, vintage aged tobacco? Check. Silky Connecticut shade wrapper? Check? 
Exceptional craftsmanship and construct? Check again. These are just a 
few ofthe qualities possested by the Montecrita Vintage Connecticut 


“The Montecristo Vintage Connecticut No.3 is 25x" X44 corona that comes 
from the Tabacalera de Garcia in the Dominican Republic. The filler is 
comprised of an expert blend of tobaccos from Peru, the Dominican Re- 
public, and Nicaragua, its finished off with a 2008 Vintage Connecticut 
Shade Grown wrapper. t should come as no surprise that this wrapper 
‘comes from Altadis' very own farin in Connecticut. Fun fact, the red bam 
land field on the label are images taken on that same farin, 


To start off, this is x beautifully presented cigur with the unique box and 
band artwork. The cigar itself s no slouch either, once you remove that 
large center band you're faced with a golden-honey Connecticut shade 
wrapper that is smooth and velvety tothe touch. 

pt lighting the Montecristo Vintage Connecticut is smooth and mid, of- 
{ering soft touches of white and black pepper on the nose during retrohale, 
swith buttery and cream notes throughout 











TS AMAZIN 
FLAVORS INTE 





WAY DIFFERENT 
RACT, AND 









FLAVORS EN A CIGAR, OR A 
‘STRONGER CIGAR SUPPLEMENTING 
'LAVORS IN A SOFTER SPIRIT. 











Paired with the Montecristo Vintage Connecticut isa generous pour of Ron 
Zacapa 93 Solera served neat. Fruity, sweet, and with a sft boazy tobacco 
‘on the nose, Zacapa 23 staple in my bar, going well wth nearly any gar 
‘you send its way-and this time is no exception. 








Longo the finish with rch full body of spiced dark chocolate it is und 
ably stronger than is pairing mate. The white and black pepper that come on 
the rerohale from each puff ofthe Montecriso Vintage Connecticut server 
totie the flavors together, creating an overall pairing of give and take, Often- 
times I work to find complimentary flavors, but in this one is more about 
the contrast and appreciating what each component ofthe pairing brings 10 
the whole 





Moving through the second half ofthe Montecristo White Series Vintage 
‘Connecticut the pepper ramps up on both the palate and nose, giving some 
extra body tothe otherwise mellow smoke. Smooth through the end, the 
Cigar never goera tick above medium, resulting in spirit dominant pairing 
where the Montecristo Vintage Connecticut is playing sidekick tothe Ron 
‘Zacapa 7 Sistema Solera and its stronger and fuller body of flavor. 


1 really enjoy pairings lie this from time to time because it makes me 
pause, and really analyze the smoke as it rolls across my palate I's amaz- 
{ing the way different flavors interact, and how a slightly stronger spirit can 
bring out Navors in a cigar, or a stronger cigar supplementing flavors in a 
softer spirit @ 
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HANGER OKA 








COANE WATER LAGE LE 






AOGUETAANS EGON 
SWGLE ALT YODA 


TATOOSHOSTLEY AYE WHEY 


#35 ABV | $39.99 MSRP 








AOGUE FARMS REGO 
SINGLE MALT WEY 





DEAT SH GN 


470 ABV | $30 MSW 













SOUL SLED LAG RM 
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Y CRAY ITEM 


NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHAT YOU DO, YOU PROBABLY CARRY 
CERTAIN ESSENTIAL ITEMS ON YOU. WHAT YOU CHOOSE FOR YOUR 
EVERYDAY CARRY (EDC) ITEMS SAYS A LOT ABOUT YOU. THERE ARE 
HUNDREDS OF POTENTIAL ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM, SO LET'S NARROW 
IT DOWN AND DISCUSS A FEW OF MY TOP EDC RECOMMENDATIONS. 


I think every man needs wo carry at leas three ems at al ime: kaif, asi, and a pen, When you 
seat carrying them, you realize just how convenient and eset hey are 


“The penisself-explanatory- you always need something to write with. Whether it be signing receipts, taking notes or 
‘measurements, a pen is an easy suggestion. and probably something you use daly 


Ysa need god fag When you need oun he night oa ake shi is your bes end 
You crappy ecb ht does cout Even the est EDC fag outperforms Your phone, making i 


Lastly, you need a good knife. knife is perhaps my most-used too! that I carry. From cutting tape, boxes, strings 
‘on clothes, or opening plastic packaging. a knife is immensely practical and versatile. Once you start carrying ane, 
‘youtl find it worth its weight in gold. A knife is perhaps the mos difficult ofthe three choices to recommend due 
‘to the legality of many blades; often varying based on your locale. Every local governing region has laws regarding 
Jknives such 2 size and fearures—not to mention the rules your employer might impose. Regardless, i's still worth 
‘mentioning because of its usefulness. Just be certain you abide by the laws governing your municipality. 


{believe that most EDC items can be categorized fortwo types of men: The Classy Guy, and The Badass each with 
different aesthetics and values: sophistication versus power. I's a generalization, but I think all men ean identify with 
‘one side more than the other. 





FIRST UP, THE CLASSY GUY. 
Nothing exudes lass quite like a fountain pen. The 

isa great chaice which is b ‘ 
‘rafed from lava rock, giving it an interesting look and feel The Midi 
their slightly smaller Homo Sapiens pen. ls bul 
ink refils easy, and the 24k palladium nib is exceptionally sno 
several sizes available. And if you aren’ a fan of fountain ps 
have ballpoint and rollebal versions. I oozes luxury and 
and ic ure to start conversations every time you bring tou 


Few flashlights are built with as much class and quality asthe 
T chose brass, but i is alo available in copper 

and aluminum finishes Iris a simple wist-function light that 

AAA battery and has three modes offering 1,15, and 85 lumens respec " 

ively with a fantastic naturally colored beam. Ie comes with a eychai a 

‘quick-release with perfect attachment tension. If you don‘ like the key 

hain, you can replace it with an optional pocket clip bu Isay keep it The 

Beta-QR has all the light output you'l need and is simple o wee, making 

ita very impressive EDC light 


My last clay choice is the The Sebenza 
is arguably the best producion-made knife around. I's moder, opens 
smoothly locks up like a bank vault, and has aerospace machining toler 
ances, [opted forthe Insingo blade without inlays, but there are many’ op 
tions you can choose from such as; lage and small version, left-handed 
‘erions inlay options for grip and aesthetis), and eter the standard dro 
point blade or tnsingo blade, When you hold one, youll understand. Sim 
Ply pur-it's perfection. Any knife and option you choose from Chris Reeve 
Knives snot only aclany choice, i's a world-class choice. 


NOW LET'S TALK ABOUT THE BADASS. 

isa machining company that has made everything frm 
car parts, pens and even tape: The is their firs pen, and wi 
imy favorite among their line. With a simple twist cap and versatile Plot 
G2 refill patform-upgradeable to Montblanc or Schmid 
‘cool points—ite simplicity and quality of machining ar 





‘making this an easy recommendation. The pens come in copper, brass 
or various finishes of aluminum. My choice is copper, which is visually 
appealing with is patina and soli heft—but you don't care, you're aba 
das, 


The isthe brightest, smallest, simplest fashlight I've found. 
italuo happens tobe one oft with it 
sith, pe three main modes are 8, 80, and 
blinding light mode of 5 ban 
and hidden strobe feature, Rt also has fla magnetic tail ap and 

* clip, which adds ton of utility and convenience. I comes stand 
Inblack anodized aluminum, offering the op ‘anu upgrade 
‘making this a great choice forthe 


Forlnives 10 cotapatiy has is rance—nor the quality 
to match it Justa glance ath ad you kn 

here. The sculpted taniun 

lines all crea“ 

but doesnt dum 

blade, super-smooth ball-bearing pi 

ing this knife a quality choice aswell sa badass 
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‘Chipping and/or pitching are both used, but each have their own defi- 
‘nition and approach to hiting the shot. Chipping is where you generally 
‘use a ower lofted club and try to roll the ball the hole. Pitching is just, 
‘the apposite. you generally use a higher lofted club and try to fly the ball 
‘loser to the hole: Now, while each shot selection has its ime and place, 
‘find that most amateurs instantly select that lob or sand wedge and go 
‘sraght to hitting a pitch shot no matter what. This is, infact, the first 
‘Sep that many of you must overcome. Your thought process shouldbe the 
‘ether way around. Whenever possible, always ry 10 choose a lower lofied 
(Club and “bump and run” or roll the ball the hole. Ths is by far the 
better option in terms of improved consistency on ball contact, but also 






The only difference really with 
the chip swing compared to the 
putting swing is the stance. 





better consistency on proximity tothe hole. Wrap your mind around this 
‘Which is easier, puting or chipping/ pitching? The correct answers most 
defirtely putting, Which is easier, biting spot witha abot afew feet 
front of you or hitting a spot possibly 30 feet in front of you? When given 
the option between hitting a chip shot or hiting a pitch shot, always try 
to lean towards the chip, 


[Now let's go into the swing dynamics ofeach and once again show why hit- 
ting chip, when you can, wll prove to be more beneficial throughout the 
round. A chip shot sa shot you generally try and roll tothe hole. When 
choosing to hit this shor you generally will use ales lofted club (8 iron, 
9 iron, PW or sometimes a Gap wedge). By choosing one of these cubs 
you help lower the trajectory into alow running shot which is very simi- 
Jar to a put. Like a putt, you will we the same short sing by only using 
‘your shoulders and, forte mos par, locking everything ele in place. Now 
‘hile Tsay locking T don't mean turn into a robot. Afterall, short garne has 
lor to do ith “fee!"so keep that in mind. The only difference really with 
the chip swing compared to the putting swing i the stance. Your stance 
should be slightly open at about 4 20-40 degree angle facing your target. 
“The ball should be slightly farther away from you than it normally woud 
bbe with a puter, and it should be slightly back (towards your back foot or 
away from the target i your stance. The pitch is much different in jst 
about every way. Youll ue a more lofted club, swing harder atthe sho, to 
the point you may even have to break your wrists and the ball position is 
slightly up in your stance snot in the middle. I you do break your wrists, 
{should bea natural motion of the swing. NEVER try and set Your writs, 
‘this will only lad 10 more complications. The only similar part tothe chip 
and pitch isthe same open stance. Get work an these two green-sde saves 
and youll see your scores lowering faster than you can say “Chip in!" f you 
follow these simple ideas, promise that after a couple practice sessions 
youll be geting up and down more often, and more consistently. © 


destin Peters ia PCA Pr based nt of ee area. I 2015 he earned it 
‘ry the PGA Championship after placed T-Stn his deb at the PA National 
‘Championship qualifying vent. Tay he contnne to playin PGA Tour Events and 





When it comes down to 
it, this is what makes or 
breaks your round—even 
as a pro. Let's face i 
all miss gree 





ss. If you 
didn't, you'd be ranked 





#1 in the world by a 
long shot. The trick is 


h, the short game. It seems like this satbonginggthote misses 


is every amateurs’ Achilles heel. 


iy usin Peter 


by getting up and down. 





aa 





offers esos 1 profesional mata. and being gle alike You cam cntact 
“atin ia email at apterega.com or by one a (808) 475-0692. 
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The 2016 Cigar & Spirits 


By James Hills 
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TITLE 
SPONSOR 





GUBBA RUM 


NOLETS 


BOTTLED BY HAND AND 
CORK SEALED TO PROTECT 
ITS REMARKABLE TASTE. 











AND THE WINNER IS... 


RATED *1 WORLD’S BEST GIN* 
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